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SUBJECT: ADDIS PRIVATE SCHOOLS CLOSED 

USAID OFFICER INFORMED BY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS OF 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF FOLLOWING: 

1. ADDIS STUDENTS ATTENDING PRIVATE ETHIOPIAN SCHOOLS ARE ON 
STRIKE AGAINST REQUIREMENT TO PAY THEIR QUARTERLY SCHOOL FEES. 
STUDENTS ARGUE THAT SINCE THEIR FAMILIES’ SOURCE OF INCOME HAVE 
BEEN REDUCED TO SUBSISTENCE LEVEL BY LAND REFORM. THEY UNABLE TO 
MEET SCHOOL FEES. FURTHERMORE, THEY ARGUE THAT UNDER ETHIOPIAN 
SOCIALISM THE STATE SHOULD PROVIDE FREE EDUCATION TO ALL. 

2. PRIVATE SCHOOL OPERATORS ARE REPLYING THAT THEY CANNOT PAY 
STAFF, BUY SUPPLIES AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS WITHOUT STUDENTS' 
FEES. ALSO PMAC UNWILLING TO NATIONALIZE THESE URBAN SCHOOLS IN 
LIGHT ITS DEVELOPMENT FOCUS FOR RURAL MASSES WHO ONLY HAVE 10 
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THIS, OPERATORS HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO CLOSE THEIR SCHOOLS. 

3. OTHER SOURCES CLAIM THAT ADDITIONAL DEMANDS OF STUDENTS 
INCLUDE: RESIGNATION OF CAPTAIN KIROS AS ZAMETCHA COORDINATOR, 
IMMEDIATE RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE, AND ABOLITION OF THE "DIRG". 

4. COMMENT: IF PMAC DOES NOT HANDLE SITUATION QUICKLY, THERE GOOD 
CHANCE THAT PRIVATE STUDENTS WILL RESORT TO DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
COERCION OF GOVERNMENT SCHOOL STUDENTS TO JOIN IN PRESSURE ON 
PMAC TO MEET THEIR DEMANDS. BEFORE ZAMETCHA, ADDIS HAD 97,000 
STUDENTS IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS AND 79,000 STUDENTS IN NON- 
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS. 
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